A family caregiver
decision guide

" Caregiving at home for someone
with life-limiting illness




Things change and this decision guide can be
used over and over.

Here's a place to keep track when | use the guide.

This guide is the property of the family.

First completed on this date:

Reviewed a second time on this date;

Reviewed a third time on this date:

Last completed on this date:

(Some people find it helpful to use a different color each time they complete the guide.)

You may reproduce the Family Caregiver Decision Guide for your own use (not for sale or
distribution without permission). For further information regarding this guide contact Dr. Carole
Robinson at carole.robinson@ubc.ca.
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This decision guide is for me, if:

« My family member is living with a
life-limiting illness
| would like to plan for possible

changes in needs for caregiving for
my family member.

Providing care for a family member is a
process that often changes, sometimes
quite suddenly. You may provide more care
over time — alone, or with help from others.
Careful planning allows you to care for
your family member at home for as long as
possible if you choose to do so. This guide
will help you with this plan.

You will be guided through four steps to help
you with your decision planning:

Think

about how my caregiving
situation might

need to

change.

Think about
my caregiving
situation

now.

Explore caregiving

Not all parts of this guide will
apply to you today. Focus on the
parts that are important to you
right now and finish the other
parts that may be more relevant
to you later on. It may be useful
to complete this guide one

step at a time or over several
days. Revisit it when needs for
caregiving change.

Once you have completed this
quide, talk it over with a health
care provider to answer any
questions or needs that may
arise. Some people may want to
complete the guide with a nurse
or volunteer.

options in my area.




Think about my caregiving

situation now.
How am | managing with... IDONOT  1COULD
NEED  USE SOME
HELP HELP

Home maintenance:;

O
O

* Inside

+ QOutside
Car maintenance
Grocery shopping
Cooking
Taking care of pets

Home changes for safety and convenience (e.g., wheelchair
ramps, grab bars in the bathroom etc.)

O O0O00O0
O O0O00O0

Getting special equipment (e.g., walker, hospital bed, commode,
wheelchair)

Personal care of my family member:

+ Bathing

+ Toileting

* Dressing

+ Transferring in and out of bed

+ Managing incontinence of bowel and/or bladder

OO000O0O0
OO000O0O0

- Wound care

Continued on next page...
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Continued from previous page... IDONOT ICOULD
NEED USE SOME

HELP HELP

My family member's :
+ Pain control

+ Symptom management (e.g., constipation, nausea and
vomiting, breathlessness, confusion, trouble swallowing)

+ Medications (e.g., giving and keeping a record)
« Emotional needs

+ Spiritual needs
+ Transportation to and from healthcare appointments

Knowing the signs and symptoms of a problem that requires
medical attention

Helping my family member stay involved in meaningful activities

OO0 OO00O0O0 OO
OO0 OO0O0O0O0 OO

Helping my family member stay active




How confident am | with... | AM I COULD | MAY
OKAY  USE SOME NEED HELP

HELP IN FUTURE
Understanding the illness now

Understanding how the iliness is likely to change over
time

Understanding changes that might require medical
attention

Understanding the goals of treatment

Recognizing when end of life is approaching

OO0 O OO &
OO0 O OO
OO0 O OO

Talking with my family member about the iliness, how
it may change, and plans for care

Understanding my family member’s wishes for care:

« Now

OO
OO
OO

+ Towards end-of-life (e.g., goals of care, advance
care plan, resuscitation orders)

Overall, how well am | managing caregiving now?

Please, place an X" on the line to show how well you are managing:

Poorly Very well
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What might be helpful to maintain my health so that |
can provide the best care for my family member?

Financial support (e.g., income replacement, palliative
benefits, employee assistance)

Legal support (e.g., representation agreement for health care
decision making, Power of Attorney, will)

Emotional support (e.g., counselling)
Religious or spiritual support
Getting some time for myself
Breaks from caregiving (respite):

* Inthe home

+ Qutside the home
Doing meaningful things
Keeping active

Other (specify):

| AM
DOING
OKAY

O

OO0OO00O 00O

1 COULD
USE MORE
OF THIS

O

O0O0O0 OO0 O




‘It's important to think about
how your caregiving will
change, because it will! Being

a caregiver..you have to make
choices...it's challenging. And
when needs change over time,
it's important to revisit your
options. Planning in advance

Is a good idea. But sometimes
you can't predict what will
happen. As things change it is
important to ask yourself if you
can maintain the care you want
to give.”

(Family caregiver)
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Think about how caregiving
might need to change
either now or in the future.

Have | thought about the choices | might have
to make?

O Yes
O No

What would tell me that | cannot keep
caregiving at home any longer? 7ick all that apply.

O Cannot keep up with important tasks
(O My own health is worsening

O My family member's pain becomes
unmanageable at home

O My family member's symptoms are
getting unmanageable at home

(O Exhaustion

O Mixed emotions about living in the
home after death

(O Other (specify):




What things influence me when it comes to making choices about caregiving for
my family member? 7ick all that apply.

O Beliefs about what is right

(O Desire to spend time with my family member

O Lack of information about options, pros and cons

(O Views of other family members about the care that is needed
O Avalilable support from family or friends

O Available support from healthcare providers

(O Lack of understanding about how the illness will go

(O Comfort and privacy of home

(O My family member's wishes to stay at home

O My family member's wishes to be cared for by me

(O Promise for family member to stay at home until death

(O Feeling pressure from others
(O Other (specify):




What things influence my family member when it comes to making choices
about their care? Tick all that apply.

O Beliefs about what is right
(O Desire to spend time with family

O Lack of information about options, pros and cons
(O Feeling pressure from others

O Available support from family or friends

O Available support from healthcare providers

(O Lack of understanding about how the illness will go

(O Comfort and privacy of home .
(O Desire to stay at home

O Desire to be cared for by me

(O Desire not to be a burden

(O Other (specify):
O | am unclear about what is most important to them

Who else is involved in caregiving for my family member?
WHO IS THIS PERSON (NAME)? WHAT ROLE DOES THIS PERSON PLAY IN PROVIDING CARE?
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